
 

Parramatta Preaching Point 

History and Reflections 

 

Towards the end of 2008, the leaders at Carlton 
Methodist Church (CMC) decided to explore the 
possibility of setting up another church in Western 
Sydney. After a long planning process, we finally 
launched our inaugural Sunday service at 
Parramatta Preaching Point on 5 July 2009. It 
was such a joyous occasion to celebrate the birth 
of a new church.  

 

A. Planting the Church 

1. Church planting for the right reason and the 
right attitude 

The church planting committee and all the leaders 
in CMC agreed that the main reason for planting 
a church is to fulfil the Great Commission of 
Jesus Christ. Our aim is to bring the gospel of 
Jesus Christ to the people in Western Sydney. 

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20) 

Furthermore, we agreed that this task must be 
carried out with the right attitude, which is: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with 
all your strength.‟ The second is this: „Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” There is no commandment 
greater than these.” (Mark 12:30-31) 

We are blessed to have leaders at CMC who are 
first and foremost, passionate about Jesus Christ. 

  

2. Leadership 
of the pastors 
and the LCEC 

Having the right 
reason and the 
right attitude 
does not 
eliminate all 
fears and 
doubts. In fact, 
the church 
planting 
committee was 
extremely 

nervous about the 
whole venture. A lot 
of questions arose 
such as: Are we 
ready to plant a 
church? Do we have 
enough people who 
are willing to commit 
to the task? What if 
we fail? The fear of 
failure has caused 
much angst among 
the church planting 
committee. 

In February 2009, we held a training day for the 
LCEC members. Most of the leaders of the 
church attended the meeting and one of the most 
important agenda was church planting. After 
much discussion and debate, three people 
showed their leadership at the most opportune 
time: 

 The lay leader urged us to fearlessly go 
ahead with the church planting. 

 The LCEC chairperson encouraged us by 
saying, “In business investment, I cannot 
guarantee you success or failure but in doing 
God’s business, I can guarantee you that 
whatever happens, God will be responsible. 
We just have to go ahead with peace of mind.” 

 The Minister-in-charge, Rev Ling boldly 
suggested a date for our first Sunday service 
at the daughter church. She then reminded 
us of the Great Commission of Jesus Christ 
and the purpose behind why we plant a 
church. 

Coming out of the meeting, everybody was 
greatly encouraged. In reflection, the words by 
these three ferocious people of God really set the 
mark for the rest of us to follow. It is important in 
church planting that we have the full support of 
the leadership of the mother church. 

 

3.  Location of the church 

During planning, 
we discovered 
two important 
things: property 
and people.  

It was agreed by 
the LCEC that 
the location of 
the church would 
be somewhere in 
Western Sydney. 
After conducting 
extensive 
research, we 
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